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Cedarville University
The Department of English, Literature, and
Modern Languages
Hello from Cedarville University, and thank you for your interest in
the Department of English, Literature, and Modern Languages. Our
programs produce men and women who communicate effectively
and think deeply, cross-culturally, and creatively about the ideas that
have shaped and continue to shape our world.
Our mission is to challenge students to go beyond expectations.
Henry David Thoreau once wrote that we hit only what we aim at
and thus ought to aim at something high. We agree — aim high.
Who will write the definitive scholarly treatment of Don DeLillo’s
work? Who will share Christ by teaching English to migrant workers
in west Michigan? Where is this generation’s C.S. Lewis or
Flannery O’Connor? At Cedarville University, we want our students
to aspire to such heights.
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Dear Readers,
Welcome to Cedarville University. We are excited to have you in
our composition classes. This anthology is meant to serve as a
learning tool, and we recommend you utilize it over the course of
this semester as we engage in the writing process.
Cedarville University values writing. Regardless of your major,
writing will be an intrinsic part of your education during your years
at Cedarville, as it is a primary means of expressing clear, organized,
critical thought. Perhaps more importantly, the writing you will do
as part of your academic life will serve as practice for the various
writing tasks each of you will complete as part of your chosen
professions, as well as interpersonal relationships, and your daily
devotions with God.
Cedarville University commits to preparing each of you to be
successful writers by requiring a first-year composition course
taught by a member of the English, Literature, and Modern
Languages Department. As composition instructors, we recognize
the excellent writing created in our classes, so we have sought out
quality submissions from our previous classes to present in this
anthology.
In the following pages, you will find models of university-level
writing, as well as examples of how to structure, organize, support,
and document various genres of essays written for different purposes
and with specific audiences and parameters in mind. We do not
suggest these essays are perfect, as one of the most exciting aspects
of writing is that it is a process that includes revision, so a text can
always be improved upon or recreated as something different.
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Each essay includes a short biography of the student who wrote the
essay, hopefully to illustrate that, although these students are now
published authors, they are not much different from you, the reader.
You should find this encouraging. If these students can write
successfully at the university level, then so can you.
Sincerely,
The Cedarville University Composition Instructors
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